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The assistant straddles the saw-horse, holding the lamb securely the while and pokes its tail through the hole in the board. The lamb is held firmly against the board with the tail sticking through on the other side (see Fig. 18). If the rump of the lamb is pressed tightly against the board, the stump will be about 1% inches long because the operator clips the tail off close to the other side of the board.
The hot-pincer method is popular because the stump is seared over and there is little, if any, hemorrhage or bleeding. The sharp knife will cut off the tail faster, but there is always more or less blood lost. The hot pincers sterilize the end of the stump and this needs no further attention, except in fly time, when it should be smeared with pine-tar or other fly repellent. Maggot-infested tail stumps are a nuisance and needless if proper precautions are taken to avoid them.
With plenty of help to catch and hold the lambs, the man using the pincers may dock several with one heating of the iron. The lambs must be corraled and ready and the operator must work fast. The iron should be heated to a rich cherry-red color, hotter than this being a disadvantage, A heated chisel is sometimes used instead of the regular pincers.
Docking with a knife
When only a few lambs are to be docked, the owner may not wish to buy a special docking tool and may prefer to use a stout sharp knife (Fig. 19). The assistant secures and holds the lamb with all four feet together. He may stand or sit, according to his or the operator's preference, with the lamb's back in his lap and the rump toward the man with the knife. The operator grasps the tail with his left hand and feels for a joint about 1% inches from the body (see Fig. 19). When this is located the skin of the tail is pressed backward toward the body of the lamb and the tail cut off through the joint selected. After the tail is severed, the skin which was pushed back now comes into